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[Ed. Note: May 31, 2002 - After conmi ssioning a professiona

translation of a

Russi an news story used as a source in FTWreportage, we discovered the
wor d

"suicide" was not contained in warnings to the Bush Admi nistration from
Russi an

intelligence. Al though the word "suicide" was not in the story by

| zvestia, the

fact remmins 25 pilots training for hijack missions and attacks in the
u.sS.

coul d have nmeant nothing other than suicide nissions.]

April 22, 2002, 12:00 PDT (FTW (Revised May 18, 2002) -- A

di spassi onat e

exam nation of existing reliable, open-source evidence on advance
war ni ngs of

the Sept. 11 attacks provides strong and sustai nable grounds to
concl ude the

Bush Adm nistration was in possession of sufficient advance
intelligence to have

prevented the attacks, had it wished to do so. Wth a known
intelligence budget

of approximately $30 billion, it rmust be assumed there are classified
files that

only add to the weight of the avail able data presented here.

This article will focus on four prinary areas where the U S. was in
possessi on

of information that forewarned of the attacks in sufficient detail to
have

pronpted their prevention. Those areas are: Docurented warni ngs

recei ved by the

United States Governnent (USG fromforeign intelligence services;

Qovi ous and

| arge scale insider stock trading in the days before the attacks; Known
intelligence successes achieved by the USGin its penetrations of Al
Qaeda; and,

the case of Delnmart "M ke" Vreeland, a U S. Naval intelligence officer
jailed in

Canada at the request of U S. authorities, who -- with his attorneys --
spent

nonths attenpting to warn USG and Canadian intelligence officials of

t he pendi ng

attacks, only to be rebuffed and ignored.

As a last-ditch neasure in August, Vreeland, the jailed and di sowned
intelligence operative, had two pens snuggled into his jail cell of a
di fferent



color and style of ink than what was allowed by the jail. He wote a
hasty

warning listing details of the attacks and then had the letter seal ed
into his

jail property, out of reach, and pronptly advised jailers that he was
in

possessi on of unapproved pens. These pens were admttedly confiscated
by j ai

aut horities, who have retai ned possession of them and acknow edged t hat
Vr eel and

had no such pens in his jail cell after that tine.

This article will not focus on a nunber of well-known and docunented

i nstances

where the Bush Administration actively interfered with or curtailed

i nvestigations into Al Qaeda-linked groups that could have provided
even nore

intelligence. Included in this category are reports by the BBC s G egg
Pal ast

the French book "The Forbidden Truth," and a | awsuit/OPR conpl ai nt
filed by an

active FBI agent alleging investigations that could have prevented the
attacks

were derail ed by superiors.

WARNI NGS FROM FOREI GN | NTELLI GENCE

Thi s section focuses on known advance warni ngs received by the U S.
gover nnment

fromforeign intelligence services that proved to be specific enough to
have

identified the date (within one week), nethod, targets, and
perpetrators of the

attacks. It will not include warnings issued to the USG that coul d be
consi dered

vague or non-specific. The latter includes docunented warni ngs sent by
t he

governments of Egypt and |Israel. However, in light of the specific
war ni ngs,

t hese additional warnings add greater weight to the argunment that the
Admi ni stration was in possession of sufficient information to have
prevented the

attacks.

As reported in the respected German daily Frankfurter Al geneine Zeitung
(FAZ) on

Sept. 13, the Gernman intelligence service, the BND, warned both the CIA
and

Israel in June of 2001 that M ddle Eastern terrorists were planning to
hi j ack

commercial aircraft to use as weapons to attack inportant synbols of
Aneri can

and Israeli culture. The story specifically referred to an el ectronic
eavesdr oppi ng system known as Echel on, wherein a nunber of countries
tap cel

phone and el ectronic conmuni cations in partner countries and then poo

t he



i nfornmati on. The BND warni ngs were al so passed to the United Ki ngdom

No known denial by the BND of the accuracy of this story exists, and
the FAZ
story indicates that the informati on was received directly from BND
sour ces.

According to a Sept. 14 report in the Internet newswire online.ie,

Cer man

police, nonitoring the phone calls of a jailed Iranian nan, |earned the
man was

t el ephoning USG intelligence agencies |ast sumrer to warn of an

i mm nent attack

on the WIC in the week of Sept. 9. Gernman officials confirmed the calls
to the

USG for the story but refused to discuss additional details.

I n August 2000 French intelligence sources confirmed a nan recently
arrested in

Boston by the FBI was an Islamic mlitant and a key nenber of Gsama bin
Laden's

Al Qaeda network. The FBI knew the man had been taking flying | essons
at the

time of his arrest and was in possession of technical information on
Boei ng

aircraft and flight nanuals, as reported by Reuters on Sept. 13.

According to a story in lzveztia on Sept. 12, Russian intelligence

war ned t he

USG that as many as 25 pilots were training for mssions involving the
crashi ng

of airliners into inmportant targets.

In an MSNBC i nterview on Sept. 15, Russian President Vladinmr Putin
stated he

had ordered Russian intelligence to warn the USG "in the strongest
possi bl e

ternms" of immnent assaults on airports and governnent buil di ngs before
t he

attacks on Sept. 11.

Concl usion: Fromjust these five press stories, then, the USG had

recei ved

credi bl e advance warni ngs, some from heads of state, that comrercia
aircraft

woul d be hijacked by as nany as 25 hijackers at airports, with Boston a
strong

candi date, during the week of Sept. 9. The call to Gdigo would have
signal ed the

exact day.

No known preventive neasures were taken
I NSI DER TRADI NG

The docunented pre-Sept. 11 insider trading that occurred before the
attacks



i nvol ved only conpanies hit hard by the attacks. They include United
Airlines,

American Airlines, Mdrgan Stanley, Merrill-Lynch, Axa Reinsurance,
Marsh &

McLennan, Muinich Rei nsurance, Swi ss Reinsurance, and Citigroup

In order to argue that the massive and wel | -docunented insider trading
t hat

occurred in at |east seven countries inmedi ately before the attacks of
Sept. 11

did not serve as a warning to intelligence agencies, then it is
necessary to

argue that no one was aware of the trades as they were occurring, and
t hat

intelligence and | aw enforcenent agenci es of nobst industrialized
nations do not

nonitor stock trades in real tine to warn of inpending attacks. Both
assertions

are false. Both assertions would al so ignore the fact that the current
executive

vi ce president of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) for enforcenent is
Davi d

Doherty, a retired Cl A general counsel. And also ignored is the fact
that the

trading in United Airlines stock -- one of the nost glaring clues --
was pl aced

t hrough the firm Deut schebank/ Al ex Brown, which was headed until 1998
by the man

who is now the executive director of the CIA, A B. "Buzzy" Krongard.

One wonders if it was a coincidence then, that Mayo Shattuck 11, the
head of

the Alex Brown unit of Deutschebank -- which had its offices in the WIC
suddenly resigned froma $30 million, three-year contract on Sept. 12,
as

reported by the New York Tines and ot her papers.

The American exchanges that handl e these trades, primarily the Chicago
Board of

Opti ons Exchange (CBOE) and the NYSE, know on a daily basis what |evels
of put

options are purchased. "Put options" are highly | everaged bets, tying
up bl ocks

of stock, that a given stock's share price will fall dramatically. To
quot e 60

M nutes from Sept. 19, "Sources tell CBS News that the afternoon before
t he

attack, alarmbells were soundi ng over unusual trading in the U S.
stock options

mar ket . "

It is hard to believe that they m ssed:

- Ajump in UAL put options 90 tines (not 90 percent) above nor mal

bet ween Sept.

6 and Sept.10, and 285 tines higher than average on the Thursday before
t he



attack. [CBS News, Sept. 26]

- Ajump in American Airlines put options 60 times (not 60 percent)
above nor nal
on the day before the attacks. [CBS News, Sept. 26]

- No sinmilar trading occurred on any other airlines. [Bloonberg

Busi ness Report,

the Institute for Counterterrorism (ICT), Herzliyya, Israel citing data
fromthe

CBCE]

- Morgan Stanl ey saw, between Sept. 7 and Sept.10, an increase of 27
ti mes (not

27 percent) in the purchase of put options on its shares. [ICT Report,
"Mechani cs of Possible Bin-Laden Insider Trading Scam" Sept. 21
citing data

fromthe CBOE].

- Merrill-Lynch saw a junmp of nore than 12 tinmes the nornmal |evel of
put options
in the four trading days before the attacks. [Ibid]

These trades were certainly noticed after the attacks.

"This could very well be insider trading at the worst, nost horrific,
nost evi

use you've ever seen in your entire life... This would be one of the
nost

extraordi nary coincidences in the history of mankind if it was a

coi nci dence, "

sai d Dyl an Ratigan of Bl oonberg Busi ness News, interviewed on Good
Mor ni ng Texas

on Sept. 20.

"I saw put-call nunbers higher than |I've ever seen in 10 years of

foll owing the

markets, particularly the options markets,' said John Kinnucan

princi pal of

Br oadband Research, as quoted in the San Francisco Chronicle," reported
t he

Montreal Gazette on Sept. 19. The paper also wote, "Agence France
Presse, on

Sept. 22, reported, 'And Gernmany's Bundesbank chief, Ernst Weltke, said
on the

sidelines of the neeting that a report of the investigation showed

"bi zarre"

fiscal transactions prior to the attacks that could not have been

chal ked up to

coi nci dence.

"Weltke said the transactions, 'could not have been planned and carried
out

wi thout a certain know edge,' particularly heavy trading in oil and
gold futures."

ABC World News reported on Sept. 20, "Jonathan Wner, an ABC News



consul t ant

said, 'it's absolutely unprecedented to see cases of insider trading
covering

the entire world from Japan, to the U.S., to North America, to Europe."

How much nmoney was i nvol ved? Andreas von Bulow, a fornmer nember of the
Ger man

Parliament responsible for oversight of Germanys intelligence services
esti mat ed

the worl dwi de amount at $15 billion, according to Tagesspi egel on Jan
13. O her

experts have estimated the amount at $12 billion. CBS News gave a
conservative

estimate of $100 mllion

Not a single U S. or foreign investigative agency has announced any
arrests or

devel opnents in the investigation of these trades, the nost telling
evi dence of

foreknow edge of the attacks. This, in spite of the fact that forner
Security

and Exchange Conmi ssion enforcenment chief WIIliam MLucas told

Bl oomber g News

that regulators would "certainly be able to track down every trade."

What is striking is that a National Public Radio report on Cct. 16
reported

Britain's Financial Services Authority had cleared bin Laden and his
henchnen of

insider trading. If not bin Laden, then who el se had advance know edge?

It has been standard and established USG policy to be alert and
responsive to

anything even renotely resenbling an attack on U.S. conpani es and/ or

t he

econony. The word "renpte" does not apply here. The possible claim by

t he Bush

Admi ni stration that, 'Gee, we just happened to mss this,' becones even
nor e

i mpl ausi bl e when considering the lengths intelligence agencies go to in
order to

track stock trades.

Note that the Israeli Institute for Counter-Terrorismwas the first
entity to

rel ease a detailed report on the insider trading. That alone is prina
faci e

evi dence of a direct relationship between the financial nmarkets and
terrorist

i nvesti gations.

Cl A AND THE MARKETS

We can thank Fox News on Cct. 16 for breaking post 9-11 stories
di scl osing the
use of sophisticated PROM S software by the FBI and the Justice
Department. A



nmul titude of court records and investigative reports have established
not only

the reality, but the versatility of a programinitially designed to
i ncor porate

data froma variety of data bases in different |anguages into one
readabl e

format. PROM S has since been refined to include artificia
intelligence and

"back doors" inserted by intelligence agencies to allow for
surreptitious

retrieval and/or renpval and alteration of data.

The Fox stories clearly confirnmed, especially when added to stories
from | ast

sunmer by the Washi ngton Tines which were based on interviews with
Justice

Departnment officials, that PROMS was used to nonitor banki ng and
financia

transactions in a virtual real-tinme environnent.

This witer has witten extensively on the software. Mre information
can be

found on the Wb site at

http://ww. fronthew | derness. conf free/ w3/ i ndex. ht ni |

However, one point is critical to this report. In fall 2000 I was
visited in Los

Angel es by two menbers of the Royal Canadi an Mounted Police (RCWVP)
nati onal

security staff. They were conducting a major investigation inside the
US to

determi ne whether or not the RCVMP' s version of the software had been

conprom sed. During discussions with the Mounties, | confirned severa
tinmes

that the software was used to nonitor stock trades in real tinme. A
subsequent

investigation led ne to contact several people in Canada who had been
interviewed in the sane investigation. They were stockbrokers.

In a taped panel discussion, which aired March 14 on Canada's
Vision-TV, | faced

a panel of three Canadi an experts on the issue of U S. foreknow edge
of , and

possi ble complicity in, the 9-11 attacks. Among them was Ron Atkey,
former

Canadi an immigration mnister and the forner parlianentary head of the
commttee

charged with oversight of Canada's mlitary and intelligence
operations. Over

the course of the program| made specific statements, relying not only
on the

RCMWP i nteractions but also on previous investigations, that it was
document ed

that intelligence services track stock trades in real tine. On camera,
I

produced the business cards of the two RCMP agents. Atkey, who had not
hesit at ed

to challenge me on other points during the show, went silent.


http://www.fromthewilderness.com/free/ww3/index.html

I NTELLI GENCE SUCESSES

Four basic intelligence successes need to be acknow edged here. These
adm tted

successes, while not addressing any other still secret penetrations of
the Al

Qaeda network, further dimnish any Bush Adm nistration assertion that
it did

not know of the attacks.

On Feb. 13 United Press International terrorismcorrespondent Richard
Sal e,

whil e covering a Manhattan trial of one of Osama bin Laden's followers,
reported

the National Security Agency had broken bin Laden's encrypted
communi cati ons.

Even if that pronpted an i nmedi ate change in bin Laden's nethods of
conmuni cation, just six nonths before the attacks, the admi nistration
has

consistently maintained -- and mlitary and covert experience dictates
-- that

the attacks were planned for at |east several years.

The FAZ story indicates that the secret eavesdroppi ng program Echel on
had been

successful in securing details of the pending attacks. Echel on enpl oys
hi ghly

sophi sti cated conputer prograns capable of both voice and word
recognition to

filter billions of tel ephone conversations and | ocate specific targets.
Assumi ng, as some sources indicate, Al Qaeda stopped using encrypted
conmuni cations after it was known that their system was conproni sed,
why was the

NSA not able to pick up any cell phone calls or e-mmils? Mohamed Atta
and ot her

al | eged hijackers were known to have used cell phones. The FAZ story
est abl i shes

that as late as June, Al Qaeda operatives were being tracked in this
manner .

In the trial of a forner Deutschebank executive Kevin Ingram who pled
guilty to

| aundering drug nmoney to finance terrorist operations |linked to Al
Qaeda j ust

two weeks before the 9-11 attacks, indications surfaced that the
Justice

Department had penetrated the terrorists’ financial network. A Nov. 16
Associ ated Press story by Catherine WIson stated, "Numerous prom sed
wre

transfers never arrived, but there were discussions of foreign bankers
t aki ng

payoffs to nmove the noney to purchase weapons into the United States,
sai d

prosecutor Rol ando Garcia."

Two questions are begged but unanswered. How were the wire transfers



bl ocked and

how was the Justice Departnent able to nonitor the noney flows w thout
alerting

ei ther the bankers or the suspects?

Finally, as reported by the Gernan paper Die Welt on Dec. 6 and by
Agence France

Presse on Dec. 7, Western intelligence services, including the ClA,

| ear ned

after arrests in the Philippines, that Al Qaeda operatives had pl anned
to crash

commercial airliners into the WIC. Details of the plan, as reported by
a nunber

of Anerican press outlets, were found on a computer seized during the
arrests.

The plan was called "operation Bojinka."

Details of the plot were disclosed publicly in 1997 in the New York
trial of
Ransi Youssef for his involvenent in the 1993 WIC bonbi ng.

DELMART "M KE" VREELAND

"I believe that, fromthe information | have seen,"Mke"Vreel and tried
to pass

informati on to the Canadi an governnent that should have been passed to
the U S

government. That information had to do with the attacks of Sept. 11
\What ever

other attenpts were nade by Vreeland and his attorneys to alert U S
and

Canadi an officials of the attacks, it is clear that he did pass

i nformation

about the pending attacks to his guards in August. | amwlling to go
to the

Secretary of the Navy to determ ne whether or not he was actually a
Navy officer.

"I know that there have been other U S. citizens with a simlar
background used

on missions simlar to what has been alleged by Vreeland. This man fits
a

pattern. | would like for the Secret Service to put himon a

pol ygr aph. "

--"M ke" Osborne, a veteran former ClA case officer with 26 years of
experi ence

in counter-terrorism

Wth a court record now estimated to approach 10, 000 pages, the case of
Del mart

"M ke" Vreeland is starting to attract worldw de attention. Vreel and,
with a

growi ng anobunt of evidence admitted into court record in Toronto,
Canada, cl ains

to be a forner U.S. Naval lieutenant assigned to the Ofice of Nava
Intelligence. He was jailed in Canada -- at the request of U S.
authorities --



i n Decenber 2000 after returning from Moscow.

Al t hough Canadi an authorities initially alleged vague fraud charges
agai nst him

and al so held himon an extradition warrant alleging credit card fraud
in

M chi gan, the actual notive for his arrest now seens to be sonething
quite

different. Al Canadi an charges agai nst Vreel and were dropped this
March and he

has been granted political refugee status in Canada until the
extradition issues

are resol ved.

Vreeland's position is he returned fromRussia to neet with a Canadi an
and a

Russi an intelligence operative, and had i ntended to hand over a seal ed
pouch

containing intelligence docunents. \When the handoff was conproni sed and
t he

Canadi an did not show for the Toronto neet, Vreel and opened the pouch
and | ooked

at some of the documents. Those docunents, which he | ater had
transl at ed, gave

speci fic warnings of the pending WIC attacks that took place nine
nonths |ater.

Again, on its face, since these docunents were in a sealed intelligence
pouch,

this indicates intelligence operatives were aware of the contents
because they

had placed themthere originally.

According to both Vreeland and his | awers, as reported in numerous

i ntervi ews

with this witer and other nmenbers of the FTWstaff inmediately after
hi s

arrest, Vreel and began maki ng urgent attenpts to alert both Canadi an
and U.S.

intelligence officials of the com ng danger

After eight nonths of unsuccessful attenpts to have either Canadi an or
u. S

intelligence services debrief him Vreeland wote a desperate,

[ ast-ditch

war ni ng in August. Through neans he will not disclose, he acquired two
hi gh-tech

Pi | ot water-based pens with light blue ink and used themto wite the
letter.

The only pens pernitted by Canadian jail authorities were oil-based,
dark bl ue

Bi ¢ pens.

I mredi ately after witing the letter, Vreeland notified his jailers
that he had

pens which mi ght be considered contraband. A Sept. 17 letter fromthe
M nistry

of Correctional Services was entered as Exhibit "M into court records



on Cct.

7, along with Vreeland's warning | etter which had been opened on Sept.
14 and

marked as Exhibit "N " The letter states, "On August 13, 2001 inmate
Vreel and' s

corridor #2 was searched and as far as we know 2 blue ink pens were
removed from

his cell because they were considered contraband. There is no witten
record of

them bei ng placed in his personal property. He did submt a request to
have t hem

returned to himon August 14, 2001, but was denied."

Since the ink on the warning letter, if tested, will match the ink in
t he

confiscated pens, there can be no doubt that the letter was witten a
nont h

before the attacks.

In an interviewwith this witer published on April 4, Vreeland clearly
st at ed

his belief that Al Qaeda operations had been conpletely penetrated by
U.S.

intelligence services. That belief is supported by a statement in his
war ni ng

letter.

The statenent, following a |ist of potential targets that included the
WIC, the

Pent agon and the White House said, "Let one happen, stop the rest."
Such a

statenment could only inply conplete penetration or conproni se of the
terrorist

cells perpetrating the attacks.

Conpel l'i ng evi dence continues to grow that Vreeland was, in fact, a
U. S. Navy

officer. On Jan. 10 from open court with a court reporter recording the
conversation, his attorneys placed a speaker-phone call to the

Pent agon. A

Pent agon operator, after checking a mlitary database, confirnmed

Vreel and was a

U.S. Navy officer and provided an office listing and a tel ephone number
for his

office. In addition, redacted and i nconplete mlitary records provided
by the

Pent agon to the Canadian courts indicate Vreel and had a service record
of nore

than 1, 200 pages.

This is difficult to reconcile with the U.S. Navy's assertion that
Vreel and was

di scharged as a seaman recruit after four nmonths of unsatisfactory
service in 1986.

No press entity has covered the Vreel and case nore than FTW This
writer has



traveled twice to Toronto, sat in on court proceedings, and retained

t he

servi ces of a Canadi an correspondent to cover the case. | have

i ntervi ened

Vreel and personal ly and conducted nunerous interviews with his
attorneys. Geta

Knut zen, FTW s Canadi an correspondent, has also interviewed Vreel and
and his

attorneys, as well as Vreeland' s nother. Knutzen has attended every
court

proceedi ng since January. All of our previous reporting on the case can
be

| ocated on the Internet at www. copvcia.com "M ke" Vreel and believes
that if he

is successfully extradited to the U.S., he will be assassinated.

Previ ous press

stories concerning Vreeland's crimnal past and a crimnal arrest
record fail to

account for the fact that, as an undercover operative who targeted

or gani zed

crime and terrorist organizations, a crimnal record would have been
necessary

to give himcredibility with organizations that previously denonstrated
capabilities to retrieve | aw enforcenment records. They also fail to
account for

an Cct. 2, 1986 Los Angeles Tines story that lists Vreeland as a
non-crim na

witness to a mmjor cocai ne bust carried out by LAPD investigators known
to have

contacts with USG intelligence services.

There is nuch about Vreeland's past that is objectionable,

guesti onabl e, or

both. But even in a worst-case scenario, nothing in his past explains
how he was

able to wite a detailed warning of the attacks before they occurred,
and why

the intelligence services of both Canada and the U.S. ignored attenpts
to warn

them whil e both Vreel and and his attorneys were bangi ng down their
doors.

CONCLUSI ON

There is clear and substantial evidence to suggest that the Bush

Adm ni stration

had sufficient foreknow edge of the attacks of Sept. 11 to have
prevented t hem

Rat her than viewi ng each of the four listed areas as a separate piece
of

evi dence, they should be considered as a body, in the exact sane way
exhibits

presented to a jury in a crimnal trial are viewed as a body. By

vi ewi ng the

evidence in this manner, an unavoi dabl e conclusion is reached -- the
USG knew 25

hijackers during the week of Sept. 9 were going to use United and



Aneri can

airlines comercial planes, sone of themlikely originating in Boston
to attack

the WIC and the Pentagon. A multitude of press stories and intelligence
reports

i ndi cate the WIC woul d have been the primary target.

G ven the financial commtments made during insider trading activity

t hat

occurred i mredi ately before the attacks involving busi nesses that were
directly

damaged by the attacks, the threats had clearly nmoved fromthe real mof
specul ation to reality. Wy el se woul d nysterious investors have risked
mllions

of dollars to purchase the put options? There is conpelling evidence to
suggest

these trades were noted by the CIA and other USG entiti es.

Recently, Rep. Cynthia MKinney, D-Ga., has been widely criticized in

t he

mai nstream press for raising the need for a Congressional investigation
to

answer sone of these obvious questions. This, in spite of the fact that
popul ar

reaction indicates a different sentinent. An opinion poll, conducted by
t he

Atlanta Journal -Constitution just a day after MKinney's renarks

recei ved wide

public attention in a Washington Post story dated April 12, was pulled

after

pol | nunbers showed that 51 percent of the respondents agreed with

McKi nney.

The people seemto recogni ze and agree with the opinion of former ClA
of ficer

"M ke" GCsborne who says, "I think that the U S. governnent needs to get
behi nd

McKi nney' s questi ons because her agenda is truth and justice, and
not hi ng el se. ™

[Ed. Note: Special Thanks to Kyle Hence for neticul ous research on
i nsi der

tradi ng acoverage in the major nmedia and to Tom Fl occo for diligent
work on the

Kevi n | ngram case. |



