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The decision to launch the code orange terror alert in New York City,
Washi ngton DC and northern New Jersey was taken on the night of John
Kerry's acceptance speech at the Denocratic convention

No "specific" intelligence out of Pakistan was reviewed at that
Thur sday eveni ng neeting on June 29 at Cl A Headquarters at Langl ey.

The intelligence used to justify the terror warning, not only turned
out to be "outdated", it was only nade available to counterterrorism
of ficials ex post facto, once the decision to increase the "threat

| evel " had been endorsed by President Bush.

The Adm nistration has put the country on "high risk" terror alert
six tinmes since September 11, 2001 including the | atest August 1st
alert which is Iimted to New York City, northern New Jersey and
Washi ngton. DC. Wthout exception, Osama bin Laden's Al Qaeda has
been identified as "a threat to the Horel and"

Since Septenmber 11, 2001, disinformation regardi ng an inpendi ng
terror attack on the Homel and has been consistently fed into the news
chai n.

Since | ast Decenber, follow ng Sec. Tom Ridge's fake Christnas Terror
Alert, the US public has been |l ed to believe that a second 9/11 is
immnent: "the near-termattacks will either rival or exceed the 9/11
attacks". "You ask, 'Is it serious? Yes, you bet your life. People
don't do that unless it's a serious situation." (Donald Runsfeld).

(See Bush's Christnas Terror Alert, by Mchel Chossudovsky, 24
Decenber 2003, http://globalresearch.cal/articles/CHOB12D. htmi | )

According to official police sources, at least two out five of the
previous high profile code orange terror alerts were based on
fabricated intelligence and Sec. Tom Ridge was directly behind these
al erts.

(For further details, see: The Crimnalization of the State, by
M chel Chossudovsky, February 2004,

http://gl obal research.ca/articl es/ CHO402A. ht M| , See al so Bush's
Christmas Terror Alert by Mchel Chossudovsky, 24 Decenber 2003
http:// gl obalresearch.calarticles/CHO312D. htim | )

According to Sec. Tom Ridge, the latest terror alert is "different",
because the intelligence, this time round, is said to be far nore
preci se:

"Conpared to previous threat reporting, these intelligence reports
have provided a | evel of detail that is very specific."
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Sec Tom Ridge in his August 1st statement points authoritatively to
"specific credible information" frommultiple sources:

" ...This afternoon we do have new and unusually specific information
about where Al Qaida would like to attack...

"The quality of this intelligence, based on multiple reporting
streams in nultiple locations, is rarely seen, and it is alarnming in
both the anpbunt and specificity of the information. Now, while we are
providing you with this i mediate infornation, we will also continue
to update you as the situation unfolds.

"As of now, this is what we know Reports indicate that Al Qaida is
targeting several specific buildings, including the Internationa
Monetary Fund and World Bank in the District of Colunbia, Prudentia
Financial in northern New Jersey and Citigroup buildings and the New
York Stock Exchange in New York

"Let me assure you -- let me reassure you, actions to further
strengt hen security around these buildings are al ready under way.
Additionally, we're concerned about targets beyond these and are
working to get nmore infornmation about them

"Now, senior |eadership across the Departnent of Honel and Security,
in coordination with the Wiite House, the CIA the FBlI, and other
federal agencies, have been in constant contact with the governors,
the mayors and the honel and security advisers of the affected

| ocations |'ve just named."

(For full text of transcript:
http:// gl obal research.calarticles/ CRAO08A. htm | )

Yet barely two days days later, US officials are obliged to admt
that the intelligence referred to by Sec TomRi dge is not so precise
after all. In fact, its even less specific than in previous terror
alerts.

In an ABC interview, Deputy National Security Adviser Fran Townsend
acknow edged that the August 1st alert was based on "outdated
intelligence" going back to 2000/2001, in other words prior to 9/11:

"What we have | earned about the 9/11 attacks, is that they do them
(plan for attacks), years in advance and then update them before they
[ aunch the attacks," (ABC Good Mrning America, 3 August 2004).

According to Townsend, "the surveillance actions taken by the
plotters were 'originally done between 2000 and 2001, but were
updated - some were updated - as recently as January of this year,"'
(NBC Today, 3 August 2004, quoted in the Guardi an, 3 August 2004).

Townsend is Richard C arke's successor on the National Security
Council. She is Nunber 2 after NS Adviser Condol eeza Rice. She heads
the White House Counterterrorism program

And yet her own statenents on the nature of the intelligence
blatantly contradict DHS Sec Tom Ridge. And then she tells us that
the terrorists are, so to speak, involved in sone kind of |long-term
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pl anni ng.

Tom Ridge referred in his August 1st to "the quality of this
intelligence, based on nultiple reporting streans in multiple
| ocati ons".

Yet in this case, again, the official Honeland Security narrative is
contradicted by official intelligence reports. The latter confirm
that the hundreds of photos, sketches and witten docunments used to
justify the "high risk" terror alert, enanated largely from one
single source of infornmation, following the arrest in md July of a
25-year-ol d Paki stani conputer engi neer, Mdhamad Naeem Noor Khan
(AP, 3 August 2004).

O her than a New York Times report (August 2, 2004), which has been
qguot ed extensively by news agencies around the Wrld, we know nothing
about this illusive individual. On his conputer, Noor Khan, described
as a md-ranking Al Qaeda operative, had information dating back to
2000 and this data, we are told, was the main source of intelligence
used by the CIA, with its 30-billion-dollar-plus budget, to docunent
the threats to financial institutions in DC, NYC and Newark, N.J.

Thi s Paki stani connection focusing on the 25-year-old engineer is
presented by the media as the missing link. The fact that Pakistan's
mlitary intelligence (1SI) has consistently been supporting Al
Qaeda, while nmaintaining close links with the CIA is of course not
nmentioned. Nor is there any nention of the ISI's role in financing
the alleged 9/11 terrorists, which is corroborated by an FBI report
published in | ate Septenber 2001

Contradictory Tineline: The Thursday July 29 Deci sion

The Cl A held a key counterterrorismnmeeting on Thursday the 29th of
July starting at 5 pm (WP, 3 August 2004). This neeting, which was
descri bed as routine, was attended by senior officials fromthe C A
t he Pentagon and the FBI

(See http://wwv. cia.gov/terrorismctc.htnl] )

The decision to launch the terror alert was taken at this neeting on
Thur sday evening, within hours of John Kerry's acceptance speech at
t he Denocratic Convention

At that neeting on July 29th, it was decided to:

"l aunch a nunber of worl dw de operations, including the depl oynment
of increased | aw enforcenment around the five [financial] buildings."
[World Bank, I M-, NYSE, Citigroup, Prudential] (WP, 3 August 2004)
On what intelligence was that far-reaching 29 July decision taken?
On Thursday, 29 July, when the decision was taken to increase the
threat level, the "precise" and "specific" information out of
Paki stan including "the trove of hundreds of photos and witten
docunents", was not yet avail abl e.

The information fromthe Paki stani conputer engi neer, Mhanmad Naeem
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Noor Khan, was only nade avail able ex post facto on Friday:

"One senior intelligence official said translations of the computer
docunents and other intelligence started arriving on Friday [one day
after the decision had been taken]." (WP, 3 August 2004)

According to a White House aid, President Bush had been "infornmed of
the potential threat Friday morning [July 30] aboard Air Force One".
(WP, 2 August 2004).

In other words, President Bush's approval to raising "the threat
| evel " was taken before the "specific intelligence" had been exam ned
by counterterrorismofficials on Friday evening:

"*We worked on it late, and through that night,' [Friday] he [the
intelligence official] said. 'W had very specific, credible
information, and when we laid it in on the threat environment we're
in,' officials decided they had to announce it."

At first, "top adnministration officials had decided to wait unti
yesterday [ Saturday] to announce the alert, but nore intelligence
infornmati on was coning in -- both new translations of the docunents,
and anal ysis of other sources' statenents -- that deepened their
concern about the information, and persuaded themto nove ahead
swiftly. 'There was a serious sense of urgency to get it out,' the
senior intelligence official said..

"On Saturday, officials fromthe CIA the FBI, the Homel and Security
and Justice departments, the Wiite House, and other agencies agreed
with Ridge to recomend that the financial sectors in New York

Washi ngton and North Jersey be placed on orange, or 'high,' alert.

Ri dge nade the recommendati on to Bush on Sunday norning, and Bush
signed off on it at 10 a.m". (WP, 3 August 2003)

Fol |l owi ng the DHS s Sunday August 1st advisory that the Bretton Waods
institutions were a potential target, the W rld Bank spokesman Dana
Mlverton retorted that the information was "l argely out of date,"’
and "a lot of it was actually public information that anyone from
out side the building could have gotten.'' (Guardian, op cit)

"One federal |aw enforcenment source said his understanding from
reviewing the reports was that the material predated Sept. 11 and

i ncl uded photos that can be obtai ned from brochures and some actua
shapshots. There al so were some interior diagranms that appear to be
publicly available." (WP, 3 August 2*004)

According to the NYT (August 3, 2004) report:

"the information, which officials said was indicative of
preparations for a possible truck- or car-bonb attack, |eft
significant gaps. It did not clearly describe the suspected plot,
i ndi cate when an attack was to take place nor did it describe the
identities of people involved."

Fabricated Intelligence

Not only was the intelligence used to justify the warning "out of



date", the actual decision to |aunch the code orange alert was taken
on the night of Kerry's acceptance speech, before this "outdated
intelligence" out of Pakistan had been nade available to
counterterrorismofficials.

Tom Ri dge was asked "what he would say to skeptical people who see a
political notive in the terror alert, he replied: 'I wish | could
give themall Top Secret clearances and let themreview the

i nformati on that some of us have the responsibility to review W
don't do politics in the Departnment of Honeland Security.'" (WP, 3
August 2004, http://nsnbc. nen. con i d/ 5581230/| )

No specific intelligence fromthe illusive Pakistan engineer's
conputer was reviewed at that Thursday eveni ng neeting on June 29.
(WP, 3 August 2004)

In other words, everything indicates that the decision to increase
the threat |evel had no foundati on what soever.

The threat of an inpending terror attack had been fabricated.

The depl oynent around the five financial buildings was totally
unnecessary.

Publ i c opinion had been deliberately m sl ed.

Fabricating intelligence for political gain or as a pretext for the
i ntroduction of emergency neasures is a crimnal act.

Yet nobody in Washi ngton seens to be concerned that the Bush Cabi net
has triggered a canpaign of fear and intim dation based on phony
intelligence in the nonths |eading up to the Novenber presidentia

el ecti ons.
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