Posner's Selective Use of Evidence
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Gerald Posner's penchant for the selective use of evidence is on display again ("Single Bullet, Single Gunman", February 21, 2007).  He attempts to "explain away" the bullet holes in JFK's shirt and jacket, which were about 5 1/2 inches below the collar, on the basis of the claim that new film footage shows his clothing was "bunched" and therefore showed holes lower than corresponded to the impact of the bullet on the body.

What he doesn't mention is that the lower location shows up on a

diagram drawn during the autopsy by J. Thornton Boswell, USNMC, on another by FBI Agent Frank Sibert, which shows the wound to the back lower than a wound to the throat, and in the death certificate by the President's personal physician, Admiral George Burkley, which describes it as at the level of the third thoracic vertebra, which is at that same approximate location.

Even the Warren Commission staff, during its reenactment of the crime, shows a stand-in for JFK with a large circular patch at that location, including even a photograph on the inside front-cover of The New York Times' paperback edition of THE WARREN REPORT (1964). On July 3, 1997, p. A8, the Times even reported that Gerald Ford, then a commission member, had had the description of the wound changed, which he acknowledged having done.

According to Thomas Edward Robinson, the mortician who prepared the body for burial, JFK had a wound to his right temple and a massive blow-out to the back of his head, but also had a wound five to six inches below his shoulder and to the right of his spinal column.  So we know where the missile hit his body.  It was at the same location as the holes in the shirt and the jacket, if they had not been "bunched".

JFK wore custom-made clothing, which means that his shirt and jacket were most unlikely to bunch more than slightly under almost any circumstances.  Since we know that the holes do align with the wound in the body, we also know that any film that shows them "bunched" is almost certainly not authentic.  Which suggests that this new footage from The Sixth Floor Museum has been altered.

Moreover, since the wound to his back was not at the base of the back of his neck, we also know that the "magic bullet" theory cannot be sustained.  Indeed, using a patient's CAT scan, David W. Mantik, M.D., Ph.D., has demonstrated that the official trajectory is not even

anatomically possible, because cervical vertebrae intervene.

And that, no doubt, explains why Arlene Specter, then a junior

counselor for the commission, used a hypothetical question that

assumed that a bullet entered the base of the back of the neck,

traversed it without hitting any bony structures, and came out at the throat in questioning witnesses rather than asking medical experts who had personally observed the throat wound for their opinions.

Which means that THE WARREN REPORT (1964), THE HSCA FINAL REPORT (1979), and Gerald Posner's CASE CLOSED (1992), which take the "magic bullet" theory for granted, draw faulty conclusions based upon false premises. All this is common knowledge within the JFK research community.  It might be time for our nation's newspaper of record to publish more truth and less fiction about the death of our 35th President.
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